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OPERATION

This spreadsheet is best viewed fully maximised within Excel on a monitor set to 1024 X 768 resolution and min 16 bit (65536) colour depth.  Smaller sizes of viewing options may require scrolling from side to side.  The font most used is “Arial Narrow” which loads during the installation of Office 97.  Macros must be enabled.  The spreadsheet will not work on earlier versions of Excel.

The FastTrack-Plans is designed to analyse one set of results but with numerous staking plans.  A new copy should be used for each new set of results being considered.

All selection details should only be entered into the first sheet, “The Master”.  Start with the date on the left hand side and type over the existing data.  N.B do not delete the data supplied, only overtype it.

The detection of text in the date cell of each row determines how many entries there are in your results, anything below the last date entry is ignored.

Normally, the only columns you will enter data into are B,C,D,E,F,G,H and, if you are entering manual stakes, K.

The only difference between each results sheet is the staking used, all of the race data which is input on the master sheet (except stakes) will be cloned onto each sheet, and the results for each staking plan shown in the header of that sheet.

To see a description of each data column, first ensure the master results sheet is scrolled to the top such that cell (A8) is visible, then rest the cursor in each cell of row 7 showing a red triangle in the corner.

MASTER HEADER

There are three cells in the master header into which values can be entered, and two user choice cells.

Cells  (A1) and (A2)  are for users text.  Your choice what you put here.

Cell  (H1)
Tax Rate.  Tax in this spreadsheet is always included in the stake, this is the most economical way of paying tax for winning systems.  If you wish to bet £100 at 9% tax then you should enter £109 in the stake column.  For formula generated stakes, a link to the tax % shown in cell  (H1) should be made to add this percentage to the newly calculated stake.  The tax percentage can be set to zero if required, ignore any division by zero errors and type over as usual.

Cell  (H2) 
Start Bank. This is used as the start point to calculate your new bank as shown in column (N).

Cell  (L1)
Base Rate Bet.  (Also referred to as point value, and unit bet).  This can be used in formula driven staking plans as the basis for the minimum stake, equivalent to I point.

MACRO BUTTONS

Printing
There are two macro buttons for printing to A4 Windows default printers.  The B/W button prints in black without background colours to black or colour printers.  The Col button prints with all colours used to black and colour printers, though if you use this option with black printers you’ll just get a mess.  NB Wait !,  it can take a while to configure sheets for printing.

Update Graphs 
This needs to be pressed after you add new entries.  The graph, will show plots for all 6 sheets if they are in the same range, is auto scaling, and will automatically update if existing entries are changed.  The button in the “Graph Sheet” does the same as the one on the “Master Sheet”.

Extend Sheets 
This extends the length of the results sheets by 10 lines and correctly establishes links to all of the other sheets for the new lines.  Essentially this allows the file size to be kept to a minimum and therefore should not be used to generate unnecessarily long sheets of blank rows.

WORKING SPACE


There is space at the right hand side of each of the Plan sheets ( columns AC to IV ) which is available for users data.   It is available for all rows of data that have been activated by pressing the “Extend Sheets” button, the last row of any data will be copied to the next 10 lines when your sheets are extended and can therefore be used for additional staking plan formulae and these will be replicated in the usual way when the sheets are extended.  If you don’t want to replicate data from this area, extend your sheets before entering data into the lowest line.

You can also use the blank sheet “USER” for additional working space, this needs no protection and so can be customised as required.

DATA INTEGRITY

You will notice as you move from sheet to sheet that when you try to input data you may get a “protection” error message.  This almost certainly means you are trying to enter data in the wrong place or trying to make a structure change.  It is essential for correct maintenance of the links and operation of the macro’s that the workbook is not modified and therefore many of the cells and the workbook structure have been locked.  No unlock passwords will be supplied. 

SOME DOs & DON’Ts.

Do use the update graphs button whenever you look at your graphs.

Do remember to save your file after entering new results.

Don’t leave any blank cells above your last entry in the date column.

Don’t use the original file, make a copy and use this just in case.
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STAKING PLANS

The workbook contains four sheets each with a different staking plan programmed in.  All results for plans are given in the header of their sheet as “Plan Profit On Turnover”, shown above the “Level Stakes Profit On Turnover” they all take account of tax which is paid on the stake.

Master
A simple plan which increases your stake by one unit (base rate bet amount) after each loss and returns to one unit after a win.  No upper limit, so not suitable for frequent long losing runs.

Fibonacci
Based on the natural Fibonacci sequence. As in the Master, during losing runs, the stake increases but this time the first bet is 1 unit, the second is also 1 unit, followed by 2,  3,  5, and 8 units,.  The number of units is determined by adding the number of units used in the previous two stakes.  After a win the stake reverts to one unit.  Stakes rise quite quickly so if a win has not been achieved after six bets the stakes revert to 1 unit.  Good for systems which produce few losing runs longer than 6.

Directors
This is a more complex plan which uses an addition table to determine stakes.  Again, stakes increase with losers, however, until a win of 3/1 or more is achieved it doesn’t return to its lowest stake level, it simply adjusts the amount of the stake according to the amount won or lost at odds of less than 3/1.  In tests of different systems this plan generally shows the best overall profits.  However, great restraint should be exercised because at a base rate bet of £10, a freak losing run of 13 will wipe out a betting bank of £1000, and 10, a bank of £500.  Excellent enhancement of profits but not for the feint hearted.

Pocket
This plan sets the stake at one unit for the first six bets, if an overall profit is made then the stake stays at this amount for the next six bets, if a loss is made then the stake doubles for the next six bets where if a profit is returned it reverts back to one unit.  If there is a loss on the second series of six bets then the stake doubles again to four units where it stays until a profit is made on a series of 6 bets when it will revert back to one unit.  This is a good general plan, has an upper limit, and will enhance almost any system which shows a profit to level stakes, it is an excellent choice if strike rates or win/lose run lengths are uncertain.

Plans-5 & 6 
These two sheets are for you to experiment with by adding your own stakes, either as actual amounts or by using a formula.  Look at the staking plan formulae in the other sheets to see how they are derived.


N.B. You can type values or formulae into the staking column and these can be copied down using Excels copy function but you cannot move the location of cells from one position to another, even in empty columns,  this will cause fatal cross linking in other formulae and the error message #REF!. If this happens use “Undo” otherwise you will have to cut and paste your results into a new spreadsheet.
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ANALYSIS SHEET

This performs a complete breakdown of your current results.  After new results are input the “Results Summary” table is automatically updated, all of the other tables are updated by clicking on the “Start Analysis” button.  To see descriptions of the various data fields, rest the cursor in any cell showing a red triangle in the corner. 

SCENARIO TESTS

One of the problems with staking plans is that it's possible for results to fall in such a way as to give a false impression of their worth.  For example, if the plan increases the stake after each loser and then the winner comes at odds of 10/1 when the average is normally 3/1,  it will give false expectations of the long term performance.  The true performance of a particular plan will only be seen after a great many results have been input and anomalies like these evened out,  by the time this is apparent you may have been using the wrong plan for some time.  “Scenario tests” take the existing results and rewrites each row of the user inputted values to a randomly selected position. In effect, this reproduces the results many times over but in different variations and then shows how the various plans perform.  It will work on any formula based staking plan including any constructed by the user, but not on manually input stakes, simply because they are not recalculated when the other values change.

Scenario testing is most accurate when your selections are consistent, i.e. your current strikerate and average winning odds are constant.  If  you are optimising a system or it's changing for some other reason, then re-running the analysis periodically will help to show what the longer term effects may be.

Level stakes results are included in scenario tests as a control only since it doesn’t matter what order they fall in, the “Worst”, “Likely”, and “Best” values should always be the same.

At the end of scenario tests the original results are restored exactly as the were at the start, except that where there may have been formulae in the “Taken Odds” column, these will have been converted to the actual values.  This is necessary for scenario testing to function correctly.
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TIPS AND TRICKS

SP Odds

If you want to see how you system would have performed at the SP values of odds, cut and paste the values from columns C & D into E & F but save the current results first and remember not to save after making this change.

Extend by 100
You can extend your sheets by 100 lines at a time by pressing Ctrl and X simultaneously.

Back Track

You can revert your whole spreadsheet back to any earlier date by deleting all of the later dates from the date column.  The spreadsheet ignores everything below the last date entry so the other values can be left.  All of the functions including graphs, printing, and analysis will now work correctly for the entries up to the last date.  Note that you cannot delete dates from the top down or leave any gaps in the date column, and that the same applies to saving your data as in the previous example.  If you want to look at a particular block of results, cut and paste your inputted values into the top of a new blank spreadsheet.

Keep Scenario
If you want to keep the older of the two scenario records, clear the data in the top scenario panel before the analysis run and the new results will be written there without overwriting the data in the lower panel.

More Plans

Although two sheets are provided without staking plans, if required any of the staking plans can be replaced with your own, alternatively you can create more spreadsheets with the same results and thereby have the potential for an unlimited number of staking plans.

Print Projects
You can print all of the sheets including graphs and analysis by selecting Tools/Macros Print_Project_BW, for black printers, or Print_Project_Col for colour printers.

Lie Detector

Tipsters advertised results can easily be made to look better than they really are, the odd winning result inserted halfway through a long losing run can make a huge difference to profits when using staking plans.  Check their actual losing runs against those predicted and if, for example, their longest losing run is 4, when 1 losing run of 7 is expected, be suspicious.  Also, check scenario tests on their results to see if they are falling in an unrealistically favourable order.

It is the originators intention to provide a low cost but powerful tool for individuals to investigate and analyse any set of horse racing results obtained from systems, tipsters, or any other source, and be able to compare the effect of different staking strategies, track profit and loss, and record progress of personal investments.   Each copy of FastTrack-Plans is individually coded and traceable back to the original purchaser.  In order to keep future upgrades and other developments at a reasonable price level, please do not make or allow to be made illegal copies of this spreadsheet.

LICENSE AGREEMENT

You should read the following terms and conditions before fully installing and using this product..

The spreadsheet and accompanying material are licensed, not sold, to you under the following conditions. All rights pertaining to the spreadsheet and accompanying material vest in the copyright holder.

Multiple copies of the originally supplied spreadsheet may be used by a single individual who uses the copies him/herself.

FastTrack-Plans is for personal use only and the output may only be distributed further in paper printed format.  The spreadsheet is expressly forbidden for use on a network of computers other than with the written prior permission of the copyright holder.

The spreadsheet is provided as is and must not be reverse engineered for any purpose whatsoever.  The purchaser will be responsible for all copies originating from their master copy containing their unique identification code.

You are specifically prohibited from charging, or requesting donations, for any copies of the spreadsheet, however made; and from distributing the spreadsheet and/or documentation with other products (commercial or otherwise).

LIABILITY OF WARRANTY

FASTTRACK-PLANS AND THE ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION ARE PROVIDED "AS IS" AND WITHOUT WARRANTIES AS TO PERFORMANCE OR MERCHANTABILITY OR ANY OTHER WARRANTIES WHETHER EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED.

Because of the various hardware platforms and software environments from which FastTrack-Plans may be used, NO WARRANTY OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE IS OFFERED.

The vendor warrants that the spreadsheet and accompanying material are free from defect and will replace free of charge any such items that are found to be unusable.

Good data processing procedure dictates that any program be thoroughly tested with non-critical data before placing reliance on it.

The user must assume the entire risk of using the program. ANY LIABILITY OF THE VENDOR WILL BE LIMITED EXCLUSIVELY TO PRODUCT REPLACEMENT OR REFUND OF THE PURCHASE PRICE. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCE IS THE VENDOR LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGES, INCLUDING CLAIM BY ANY THIRD PARTY, OR FOR ANY LOSS OF DATA OR MONEY FROM THE USE, OR INABILITY TO USE, THE SPREADSHEET AND/OR ACCOMPANYING MATERIAL. 

All user rights under this agreement vest with the original purchaser and are not transferable.

BY PROCEEDING WITH THE INSTALLATION AND USE OF THE SPREADSHEET YOU ARE ACKNOWLEDGING THAT YOU HAVE READ, UNDERSTOOD AND AGREE TO BE BOUND BY THE TERMS OF THIS AGREEMENT WHICH REPRESENTS THE ENTIRETY OF ANY UNDERSTANDING OF THE TERMS BETWEEN YOURSELF AND THE COPYRIGHT HOLDER.
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